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The Sin of Dancing

Is there any HARM in Dancing?
The question posed should indicate there is a 
darkness associated with it.
We never ask; is there any harm in assembling 
with the saints?
We never ask; is there any harm in sending an 
encouraging card in the mail?
We never ask; is it any harm to studying the 
Bible?

The works of the flesh are evident (Gal. 5:19)
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What Does The Bible Say About

Dancing?
Examples Of Dancing In The Bible

Exodus 15:20-21
Only the women danced
Was during the daylight
Victory dance of joy and praise to God

Judges 21:19-21
Only the women danced
Was in the daylight
Religious dance to the Lord
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Examples Of Dancing In The Bible
1 Samuel 18:6-7

Only the women danced
Was during the daylight
Expression of praise and gratitude 
towards God

2 Samuel 6:12-14
David danced alone
Was in the daylight
Expression of praise and gratitude 
towards God

What Does The Bible Say About

Dancing?
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Examples Of Dancing In The Bible
1 Chronicles 15:25-29

David danced alone
Was during the daylight
Expression of praise and gratitude 
towards God

Examples found were connected to 
religious purposes (Eccl. 3:4).

Examples were of worship and praise in 
the Old Testament and we live under 
the New Covenant

What Does The Bible Say About

Dancing?
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Other Examples Of Dancing In The 
Bible

Exodus 32:15-19
Mixed dancing (v17 – people)
Ex. 32:6 – Drinking also included

1 Samuel 30:16-17
Drinking and dancing done by heathen 
nations

Job 21:7-16
Wicked people in the context (v7,16)

Mark 6:18-26
A dancing girl influenced Herod to kill John

What Does The Bible Say About

Dancing?
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What Does The New Testament Say?
Galatians 5:19-21; Romans 13:13; 1 Peter 4:3

Lasciviousness / lewdness (aselgeia) 
– “indecent bodily movements, unchaste 
handling of males and females” (Thayer). 
“Absence of restraint, indecency, tending to 
produce lewd emotions” (Vines).
Revelries (komos)– “A carousal as if letting 
loose” (Strongs). 
“It conveys an atmosphere where drinking and 
dancing are being participated in usually after 
dark” (Macknight, Thayer, Liddell and Scott). 
“Singing, dancing, and all kinds of frolic after 
dark” (Vincent).

The Sin of Dancing
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The World’s Recognition of This Truth
“The popular teen-age dances of  the mid 20th 
century have no set steps; the dancers respond 
spontaneously to the beat of  the musicians.  The 
degree of  satisfaction attained by young people 
“twisting” or “shaking” to the blare of  amplified 
music in dance halls, is different than their elders 
waltzing to the ‘Blue Danube’ - but only a 
difference of  time and age.  Fundamentally, both 
age groups are enjoying the pleasure of  dancing in 
their own way.  The end product is the same - 
physical pleasure in the activity of  dancing and 
sexual awareness of  a partner...” (Encyclopedia 
Britannica, 1979)

Do not conform to this world!

The Sin of Dancing
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The World’s Recognition of This Truth
“All ballroom dancing in pairs looks toward 
intercourse.  In this respect the Puritans were 
dead right...The development of  no-contact 
dances has come about because one doesn’t now 
need a social excuse to embrace a girl, but as an 
excitant it need not involve contact at all - in fact, 
dances like the flamenco or the twist are far more 
erotic than a clinch because you aren’t too close 
to see one another.  At its best this sort of  dance 
is simply intercourse by remote control” (The Joy 
of  Sex, Alex Comfort,p 162, 1972)

Do not conform to this world!

The Sin of Dancing
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Principle #1: Christians Aspire To A Higher 
Standard Than The World (Rom. 12:2; Col. 3:1-2; Jas. 
1:21,27)
Principle #2: Lasciviousness is sin (Gal. 5:19; Rom. 
13:13; 1 Pet. 4:3)
Principle #3: Revelings Forbidden (Gal. 5:19; Rom. 
13:13; 1 Pet. 4:3)
Principle #4: A Christian Cannot Cause Another To 
Stumble (Matt. 18:6)
Principle #5: A Dance (Prom) Is Not A Place of 
Propriety And Moderation (1 Tim. 2:9)
Principle #6: A Dance (Prom) Puts One In Evil 
Company (1 Cor. 15:33)
Principle #7: Attending A Dance (Prom) Destroys 
One’s Influence (Prov. 22:1; Acts. 7:57-58; 8:1; 1 
Thess. 5:22; 1 Tim. 4:12)
Principle #8: Attending A Dance (Prom) Is Flirting 
With Temptation (Rom. 13:14; 12:9; Prov. 6:27,28)

Bible Principles Violated When 
One Dances or Attends A Dance
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It is a sin.
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