One God, the Word, one people! 

United on the Word!

John 17

I. Introduction

A. Scripture reading John 17:14-26
B. Note the context starting at chapter 13 Joy of Jesus ruling vs. you ruling. 
1. Last week… article Americans shallow. Liberalism shallow.

2. Oneness. One w/ God,  One in church, One in family Quality, how to get there. 

3. Prayer of the High Priest, He is about to bring us together. Be a part of something

4. Jesus’ greatest desire for you! Jesus first priority for you!

II. Jesus first priority in prayer - John 17 The prayer before Gethsemane… for us.

      A.  Vs 3.  "This is eternal life, that they may know You, 


1.  Knowledge of God is eternal life.  



2 . We tend to equate eternal life with the length of life… at some level that is true.  The deeper application is referenced here. Everything is For Me! Not! 


3.   Quality of life. You can have that now.  Living for someone… kids? Wife? God?


4.  Attributes of Jesus… more concerned about you  Philippians 2:3-5 I Corinthians 2:16


      B.  Vs 6  “They have kept YOUR word”   Greatest accomplishment? Vs 4  I John 2:3-8


1.  Hype vs. substance.  You don’t revolutionize the world on pure hype. 



2.  This is our constitution, He is our leader and when He speaks we listen. 



3.  I Samuel 3:9 Reading things into our constitution that are not there? 

      C.  Vs  9.  "I ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf of the world,  God’s words vs yours?


1.  Proverbs 12:15  My eyes vs your eyes-neither can operate as a fool? 


2.  Judges 21:25  Chaos of the book of Judges



3.  Chaos in family Ephesians 4:17-32, Does it matter?  

      D.  Vs 11.  That they may be one, even as We are! Philippians 2:4ff  Trinity-Godhead-Diety.


1.  Explain the God head  Vs Greek-Roman mythology Genesis 


2.  Ecclesiastes 8:9  (husbands) learn true headship. 




I am not you, and I cannot make you into me!  Romans 2:1


3.  Genesis 16:12 Choice of the kind of relationship, size of a group.    


     E.  Vs 14.  I have given them Your Word!   


1.  I Corinthians 1:10  vs.  Romans 14:1-3  Unity of word vs opinions… 



2.  Small church all agree even on opinions? 



I Corinthians 11:22,34 comp.
6:9, 18ff Marry as a virgin? Not realistic? Poverty? 



3. Eternal life… is learned! Ephesians 4:17-32  prayed for behavior! 



 Why marry a “real” Christian? Hell on earth? Espousing word of God… 




kindness? Where do we learn it? It doesn’t come natural! It is learned.  


     F.  Vs 17-19  Sanctify them in the truth: Your word is Truth! John 8:32


1.  This sets us aside from the world… the truth.  We may differ at the 





level of opinions.  Is Obama a good president? Mark 9:33-34


2.  Remember the fussing apostles?  Prayer is that they would succeed. 



3.  Acts 15:37 One failure of Paul?  Separated over an opinion… 



4.  John 4:24… put your heart into the truth. 


      G.  Vs 20-21 for those also who believe in Me through their word




NOTE HOW IMPORTANT IS TO LEARN THIS! 

      III.. Gethsemane Now it’s time to worry about you…Philippians 2:1
Jerry Blount
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AMERICANS SHALLOW IN THEIR FAITH, SCHOLARS SAY

BY HELEN GRAY

  McClatchy Newspapers

KANSAS CITY, Mo. C American spirituality is a mile wide but only an inch deep. 

"America is awash in faith," said D.G. Hart, a church history scholar, but people often are not clear in what their religion teaches.

David Kinnaman, president of the Bama Group, reached a similar conclusion after directing a recent study on Americans' beliefs and behavior. 

"Most Americans do not have strong and clear beliefs," he said, mainly because "they lack a consistent and holistic understanding of their faith."

Results from the study by the Christian research company tell some of the story: Sixty six percent of Americans believe God is best described as the all powerful, all knowing perfect creator of the universe who rules the world today. This is down from 71 percent a year ago and represents the lowest percentage in more than 20 years.

Eighty three percent identified them selves as Christians, yet only 49 percent of them said they were absolutely committed to Christianity.

One third strongly disagreed that Jesus sinned. Two thirds either said Jesus sinned or weren't sure.

One quarter endorse the belief that Satan is a real spiritual being. Two thirds said he is not or weren't sure.

Within the week of the survey, 83 percent of those responding said they had prayed; 43 percent had attended a religious service; 41 percent had read the Bible outside of church; 22 percent had volunteered free time to help a congregation or other non profit organization; and 20 percent had attended Sunday school. Fifty percent had donated to a congregation in the last year. These changed little from the previous year.

"Millions of Americans say they are personally committed to Jesus Christ, but they  believe he sinned while on Earth," Kinnaman said. "Many believers claim to trust  what the Bible teaches, but they reject the  notion of a real spiritual adversary. Millions  feel personally committed to God, but they  are renegotiating the definition of that deity."

One reason Americans' views are so inconsistent is because they hold few convictions about their faith, he said. 

"Most Americans have one foot in the biblical camp and one foot outside it," he said. "They say they are committed, but to what? They are spiritually active, but to what end?" TRADITIONAL BELIEFS DECLINE

"There is increasing pressure on Christians to bend and shape their views into something that's popular, something that fits the pop culture's view of what spirituality ought to be," Kinnaman said. "And why would so many Americans C seven out of 10 C say they have made a personal commitment to Jesus but show so little evidence in their lives?" For one thing, the church has failed to teach young people to think as Christians, so that many of them put Jesus on the shelf after they reach adulthood, he said.

Many people are shaky on the teachings of their faith, said Hart, a former church history professor at Westminster Seminary in Escondido.

One reason is that pastors often don=t teach certain doctrines and biblical gospels on certain topics, especially those that pastors suspect might offend people, he said.  Another reason is the weakening of church discipline.

ATraditionally, Roman Catholics, Protestants, and Eastern orthodox have believed that churches should supervise the lies of their members and make them accountable if they don=t do what they=re supposed to do,@ Hart said.  ASome of the disciplinary aspects of the faith have been compromised for the sake of evangelism, drawn more people to come to church.@

Despite the decline in traditional views, when compared to other industrialized countries, the level of religious beliefs and behavior in the United States is still high, said Roger Finke, professor of sociology and religious studies at Pennsylvania State University.

PICKING AND CHOOSING

just as children visit a mall store to build a bear, some people build a religion.  The statistic that 83% claim Christianity but only 49% are committed to it has several explanations, said David Roozen, religion and Society professor at Hartford seminary.

One is the trend toward Areligion à la carte,@ people putting together their own religion,@ he said.

AThey may be and do some Christian belief but do Buddhist meditation,@ said Roozen, who is director of the Hartford Institute for religious research.  AAnd some of that may be also be,= yes, I=m Christian, but I don=t think Christianity is the only path=@.

AFor some, they believe in religious pluralism.=  I=m Christian, but I=m not going to die for it because there may be some truth in other faiths.=@

The effects of pluralism and diversity may be showing up in a greater reluctance of people willing to share their faith. The Barna study revealed that 29% strongly believe it is important for them to share their religious faith in 2007, down from 39% a year ago.

A This probably is explained more by how religion is increasingly removed from the public arena than by any sudden changes in the beliefs of individuals,@ Finke said.  A There are fewer places where talking about religion is acceptable.@

Another aspect is religion as a culture or ethnic identity like cultural Jews or cultural Catholics, people who grew up in these face but don=t attend synagogue or church.

Also evident is how increasingly eclectic Americans are about their faith, picking and choosing beliefs according to their needs and preferences, said Hart, who now is at the intercollegiate studies Institute in Wilmington, Delaware.

AThat is the nature of having this marketplace of ideas and faiths,@ he said.  AThere is no regulatory agency that says if you switch face you have to give up something.  So you are continually adapting.@

EVANGELICAL SLIPPAGE

Hart said a declining commitment among evangelicals helps to explain the survey figures.  He sees a weakening of biblical and doctrinal knowledge among evangelicals as affecting their religious practices and their morale.

AThey are considered to be in the more conservative group, so you would expect them to hold on to biblical truths more than others,@ said Hart, author of Athat old time religion in modern America: Evangelical Protestantism in the 20th century.@

Evangelicals are often regarded as having quote the highest degree of commitment, and if they are becoming shallow B and I believe they are B what does that mean for the future of evangelism?  It may not be rosy,@ Hart said

Not only is commitment seemingly declining among conservative Christians, but conservative growth is slowing, said Roozen, who has been watching religious trends since the 1970s.

However, among born-again Christians, 61% who took the survey said they had personally explain their faith to someone else in the last year with the hope that that person would accept Jesus Christ as Savior.  This rate was comparable to previous years.

For the future, the experts see more of the same.

Kinnanman=s concern is that as beliefs wane, behaviors like attending church will also wane.

AFor young people, no one enjoys participating in things they believe are just for show or just for the ritual of it,@ he said.  AIf beliefs don=t matter, than the actions don=t matter.  This generation is a no-nonsense generation.@  

Roozen said increasing numbers of people will live their lives without serious attention to religious practice.  Also, the emphasis on pluralism and interfaith relations will further strengthen the pick and choose religious trend.

AIf all religions are true, then why bother?@  He said.  AAlso, as I increasingly put my own religion together, religion will seem as a choice, including whether I want to be religious and how. A

AThis puts the ball in the consumer=s court.  So if your congregation was to be vital, you have to be as attuned to the consumer as to your historical i

