Godly Fathers or Fathers in hiding
Ephesians 6:4
I.  Introduction


A.  Scripture reading  Genesis 3:8-13

B.  Cultural crisis of manhood.  Romans 15:4


*72% of Americans polled recently said the physical absence of fathers is the most serious problem facing America’s families.

II.  From the beginning Genesis 1:26-31   Ephesians 6:1-4 

A.  Note that Matthew 19  From the beginning


B.  Today, men are allowing women to have the authority that was given to them by God. Every year, 100,000 men walk out on their families and home and many of them never say good-bye, leaving over 1 million children in single family homes.


C.  Matthew 20:25-28 It will not be so among you.  
III.  The father’s great commission  Deuteronomy  6:1-7


A.  Note the effect is for generations vs 2  Catholics 1000 yrs


*25 million children do not live with their fathers.


*40% of children in fatherless homes have not seen their father’s in a least 1 year. 


While 50% of children who live without their fathers have never stepped foot in their father’s home.


*63% of youth suicides are from fatherless homes.


B.  What your children hear at home vs 7



1.  swearing? Ridicule?



2.  What do they see of your entertainment?



3.  What do they subtly see of your priorities?

C.  Three man relay race  The baton.  Vs2 


Some have said the mission of introducing one's children to the Christian faith can be likened to a three-man relay race. First, your father runs his lap around the track, carrying the baton, which  represents the gospel of Jesus Christ. At the appropriate moment, he hands the baton to you, and you begin your journey around the track. Then finally, the time will come when you must get the baton safely in the hands of your child. But as any track coach will testify, relay races are won or lost in the transfer of the baton. There is a critical moment when all can be lost by a fumble or miscalculation. The baton is rarely dropped on the back side of the track when the runner has it firmly in his grasp. If failure is to occur, it will likely happen in the exchange between generations.


D.  Psalm 44:1-4  Is a father successful on his own… or by the example of God?
IV.  The father’s plea  My son…. 20x  Proverbs    One women… 40 years, beauty of it. 

A. Proverbs 1:8-19  Enticement of sinners.  Vs. 12 Solomon’s hypocrisy.


*75% of all adolescent patients in chemical abuse centers are from fatherless homes.


*70% of juveniles in state operated institutions come from fatherless homes. 


  88% of drunk drivers are men.


*83% of people arrested for serious crimes are men.


*85% of all murders are committed by men.


*A man is 25 times more likely to end up in state prison. 



*Men are more likely to have ulcers....... to die from cancer..... pneumonia....   liver disease.... strokes... hardening of the arteries and..... heart failure.


*75% of all suicides are men.


*85% of youths in prison are from fatherless homes.

B.  Proverbs 2:1-4 discernment and discretion vs. 11 ff. 


1.  Note discernment is a primary function of a father.


2.  Vs 11ff discretion… harlotry.  




*70% of teen pregnancies are from fatherless homes.




  80% of all rapists are from fatherless homes. 


C.  Proverbs 3:1,11,21  Remember, Let your heart, Keep. 



1.  Psalms 78:1-8  Break the chain… 


2.  Ephesians 6:

Conclusion

Noah vs Lot II Peter 2…
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