Could Jesus preach for “your” church?  Or… Could He preach for “His” church?

John 8:43-59
I.  Introduction


A.  Scripture reading. Judges 2:7-23 … Forgetting generation…

B.  John 8:43-59  Have we forgotten “How” Jesus preached? 


C. Today’s study will be intended to fill in a gap or oversight in my preaching and teaching.  Over the last few years I have found myself reacting to the ever changing attitudes of the society in which I live.  I have reacted to:




!)  Churches having rock music for worship.




2)  Churches charging admission for their various functions.




3) Bait on worldliness and switch to godliness? 

D. What should be there? Offering to David and Steve.  I won’t pick a single sermon for the next several months.
II.. Bluntness… Isaiah 30:1-2, 8-10  Let’s in our mind’s eye try to picture what would happen if your 
congregation somehow inadvertently hired Jesus as your preacher.  

A.  Would Jesus be able to last in your congregation? 



1. Would you be “satisfied” to have Jesus as your preacher?



2.  Wouldn’t it be horrible if your congregation fired Jesus as your preacher…And never even realized what they had done?

B.  Matthew 25:40  Not seeing Him… has happened before

C.  Luke 24:16  Bible study with Jesus?  Fools! 

As we observe Jesus’ method of teaching…The one major Characteristic of Jesus’ teaching style is that He was blunt. Incredibly blunt!  Could we tolerate Him in our pulpits today?
III.  The end of Jesus’ sermons.  Always send them home with something good?  


A.  Modern preacher taught to send them home feeling good about themselves.  


1.  Jesus’ method… powerfully provoke them, negatively and send them home. 



2.  Week after week… Sour?


3.  Why do Christians rise to the top when among worldly people? Why does oil float on water? Nature of things.   Job site… Hard work, do not lie, really do show up, taking responsibility. All rare characteristics.  


B.  Consider the sermon on the mount (Matthew 5-7).  


1.  It starts in Matthew 5 with the pleasantries of the beatitudes  


2.  The last portion is often ignored. 


3.  My offer to David and Steve  preach Jesus’ sermons in order, or the sermons of acts in order.



4.  Matthew 7:13… 23  Sent them home with… 29 speaking with authority.  That is what they yearned for.  Titus 2:15

C.  Consider Nicodemus  John 3



1.  I tend to think the tone of Jesus’ voice was tender in this discussion… but the message is as direct as ever.  



2.  born again to enter, born of the water and spirit to even see.


3.  Nicodemus said to Him, "How can these things be?" Jesus answered and said to him, "Are you the teacher of Israel and do not understand these things?”  John 3:9-10 



4.  Jesus explained then sent Nicodemus home. . .  John 3:19-21



5. This is exactly backwards of what “professional” preachers are taught today.  To “grow” a church we must leave everyone with something positive.  


D.  Consider the woman at the well in John 4.  Her discussion with Jesus rapidly focused on pointing out she was living with her 6th man who was not her husband.  She eventually ran into town still pondering this and exclaiming such to the townspeople. 


E.  Consider the healing at Bethsaida John 5:14 Jesus healed the man then,  “Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, "Behold, you have become well; do not sin anymore, so that nothing worse happens to you."”  Do you see the pattern emerging in which one after another are sent home with something serious/negative/ or harsh to ponder? 


F.  Consider crowning Him King? John 6:15, Vs 26-27, 41-42, 44


1.  Drawing of God… or a chicken leg.  Note he had fed them.  Then the next day they were expecting Him to and he refused.  Similar to the sword in the Garden. 


2.  Thinned them back out.  Vs 54, 59-66


3.  His words are the key… hard or not. 

Peter's loyalty was based on a personal relationship to Jesus Christ. There were many things he did not understand; he was just as bewildered and puzzled as anyone else. But there was something about Jesus for which he would willingly die. In the last analysis Christianity is not a philosophy which we accept, nor a theory to which we give allegiance. It is a personal response to Jesus Christ. It is the allegiance and the love which a man gives because his heart will not allow him to do anything else.   Barclay. 


G.  Let’s consider the aggressive nature of Jesus’ preaching in Matthew 23…



1.  The first segment is to the effect that the Pharisees actually preach it generally right… but they just don’t live it.  That’s a bit surprising from the rhetoric today isn’t it? 
IV.  Matthew 23… If Jesus came to preach a meeting… and culminated the week’s lessons with this sermon as the climax….  Would He be invited back? 

A.  Verse 1-12  For a modern application, I would compare this to those teaching, “Live by the Bible,” and yet ignoring the Bible on both a personal and congregational level. 
13.  "But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because

14.  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because

15.  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because

16.  "Woe to you, blind guides
17.  "You fools and blind men!

19.  "You blind men, 

23.  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!

24.  "You blind guides,

25.  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
26.  "You blind Pharisee

27.  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
29.  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites

33.  "You serpents, you brood of vipers, how will you escape the sentence of hell?


B. Using Matthew’s order of sermons… this is Jesus’ last ‘public” message.  He had a couple of private ones yet coming but this is the culmination of Jesus’ public ministry! 

Conclusion…. Romans 1:21-23 

The reality is that even though we are created in the image of God… We keep trying to re-create God in our own image. Or perhaps we should say we wish to make ourselves God.

The reality is that even though the church is founded on both the blood and the leadership of the king of kings and lord of lords…. The Lord Jesus.

We keep trying, struggling to recreate based on our efforts, our own leadership and in our own image.   But… It is a church of Christ. We can’t afford to forget that. 
If Jesus continually sent you home with negative thoughts… (His actual method of teaching) 
Then preached His “final” public sermon in your congregation…. 
Would He ever be invited back? 
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