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Complete and Final Victory
Introduction:

A.
By graphic symbolism several anti-Christian forces have been introduced. They are the dragon (ch. 12), the sea-beast and the earth-beast [false prophet] (ch. 13, and the harlot Babylon (ch. 17).
1.
This section of the book shows that the tribulation of the saints on earth is only part of the story. In symbolic fashion we are informed that there is a great spiritual conflict going on between Christ and the Devil, and we are caught up in that struggle.
2.
Let us remember that the book of Revelation was intended to encourage the persecuted saints at the time it was written. The ultimate victory of the Lamb is predicted, and those who have their names in the Lamb’s book of life will share in His victory.

B.
In his war against the people of God, the Devil enlists the aid of the inter-woven forces of the pagan Roman State, false religion, and seductive fleshly lusts.

1.
Beginning in chapter 17, in the reverse order of their introduction, we find visions in which the enemies of God’s people are shown: the harlot Babylon (ch. 17-18), the beast the false prophet (ch. 19), and finally Satan himself (ch. 20). They all stood together and they all must fall together.

2.
Finally, after the “great white throne judgment,” John is given a vision of the New Heavens and the New Earth, and the New Jerusalem where, in the Divine Presence, God’s people are eternally secure.
I.
Victory Over the Beast and False Prophet (19:11-21).

A.
In his vision John sees the heavens opened and a rider on a white horse appears. The description makes it clear that this can be none other but Christ Himself (11-16).

1.
The “White Horse” denotes victory. Conquerors often rode white horses in victory parades.

2.
He was called “Faithful and True,” which describes His character: He is God’s “faithful and true witness” (1:5; 3:15).

3.
“Righteousness” is characteristic of the way He judges and makes war.

4.
“Eyes like a flame of fire” indicates He looks with burning penetration into the hearts of men (cf. Rev. 1:14; 2:18). His judgments are not based on outward appearance, as He has a clear insight into human character.

5.
“Many diadems” on his head are symbolic of his authority over all the kingdoms. Previously in Revelation, Satan and the sea-beast wore ten crowns, but here Jesus wears “many,” indicating the unlimited extent of His rule.
6.
A name, known only to Himself, was written on Him. Why mention it? To stress the ultimate mystery of understanding His nature and being: “How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways” (Rom. 11:33-36; Rev. 2:17; 13:18).

a.
The one who overcomes who is given “a new name, which no one knows but he that receives it” (Rev. 2:17).

b.
The “name” could stand for the unique relationship between the Son and the Father. Jesus said, “No one knows the Father. Nor does anyone know the Father except the Son; and he to whom the Son wills to reveal Him” (Matt. 11:27).

7.
“His name is called The Word of God.” John used this expression in his Gospel (1:1, 14), and in his first Epistle calls him the “Word of life” (1 John 1:1). As the “Word of God” Jesus is the ultimate revelation of God and His will.

8.
He wore a “robe dipped in blood.” Whose blood? Several opinions have been offered:

a.
His own blood, shed in battle with Satan (Plummer).

b.
The blood of the martyrs (Caird).

c.
His own blood, shed on the cross (Lenski).

d.
The blood of His enemies, obtained when He tread the winepress of the wrath of God (Hailey).The symbolism comes from Isaiah. God returns from Bozrah with His garments stained with blood. God explained, “I have trodden the winepress alone…I trod them in mine anger, and trampled them in my wrath; and their lifeblood is sprinkled upon my garments, and I have stained all my raiment” (Isa. 63:1-6; cf. Joel 3:9-13).

9.
His armies, “the armies in heaven,” are pictured in garments of victory: clothed in fine linen, white and clean,” and they are “following on white horses.” They are either the angels who minister to Jehovah, or the victorious saints (Rev. 6:11; 7:9, 14; 19:8).
10.
A “sharp sword” came “out of His mouth,” that with it He should “strike the nations” (15). Two ideas are suggested: (a) it represents the Revealed Word, as in Isa. 49:2; Heb. 4:12; Eph. 6:17, and (b) it represents the powerful utterances of God—speaking the worlds into existence (Heb. 11:3), and bringing judgment upon it (Jer. 23:29; 2 Peter 3:5).

11.
“Rule the nations with a rod of iron” has been seen before in Rev. 12:5 (cf. Psa. 2:9; Isa. 11:4). Here it represents punitive action by Christ over the nations.

12.
“He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God” (15). The basis of interpreting this as representing severe judgment is found in Isa. 63:1-6 and Joel 3:12-14).

13.
This rider has three names. (a) One is known only by Himself (12). (b) Another is known by the saints, who know Him as “Faithful and True” and as the “Word of God” (11, 13). (c) Here He is shown wearing a name which friend or foe can see: “King of Kings and Lord of Lords” (16). As this title is already assigned to the Lamb (Rev. 17:14), it clinches our identification of the rider as Christ.
B.
A lone angel standing in the sun loudly calls for vultures—all the birds that fly in the midst of heaven— to come together for a great feast, “the supper of the great God” (17). 
1.
The victory is announced before the carnage begins. The vultures will eat the flesh of kings, captains, mighty men, horses and riders, and people, free and slave, both small and great (18).

2.
The beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies gathered to make war against Him who sat on the white horse [Christ]. See Satan calling his armies (Rev. 16:13-16).
3.
The consequence of the battle is: the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these two were cast into the lake burning with fire and brimstone” (20).

a.
In none of the references is the “battle of Armageddon” actually described. Only the results are announced!

b.
Pagan Rome and the pagan Religious Cult were not literally burned alive. This is symbolism! The symbolism says persecutions waged by the Emperor and the Religious Cult would be completely and decisively defeated!

c.
The rest, including all with the mark of the beast, would be “killed by the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him that sat on the horse” (21).

B.
What is the meaning of the “Battle of Armageddon”? There have been man different interpretations placed on the passage. Consider the following:

1.
The “futurists” think of this as a literal battle that will usher in the Millennial Kingdom of God. They view the Beast as the personal Antichrist who will appear in the last days, bringing a military force against the Jews. Before the battle he will have complete control over the land, but the Lord will overthrow him and set up the millennial kingdom. Again, we ask, what encouragement would this information have for the persecuted saints in the last decade of the first century?

2.
The “continuous history” school has viewed the beast as the Roman Catholic Church. To be consistent, they must find a great struggle by which that power is overthrown. Since Roman Catholicism still exists, they have to conclude that Armageddon is still in the future. Again, what encouragement would that be to the saints  in AD 90?

3.
To properly interpret the book of Revelation, we must always start with the historical setting. What was John trying to tell the persecuted saints in the latter part of the first century? Beginning with this point, we must conclude:

a.
Armageddon is not a literal place for a literal battle. It is symbolic for a decisive battle.
b.
Christ coming down out of heaven is not the Second Coming, but a coming for the aid of persecuted Christians.

c.
Casting the beast and the false prophet into the lake of fire represents a complete and decisive victory over pagan Roman persecuting power, and the religious cult which enforced emperor worship.

d.
With their persecutors defeated and thrown into the lake of fire, Christians are no more bothered with them. They will never rise again to persecute the saints.

II.
Victory Over the Dragon (chap. 20).

A.
The agents of Satan have been defeated, but there will be no complete victory for the saints until their last enemy—the one behind all the others—is effectively dealt with.
1.
John does not change the subject here; he is continuing where he left off in the previous chapter. The chief subject in 20:1-10 is not the thousand years, but what happens to the Devil, and what happens to the saints!
2.
John saw an angel coming down out of heaven with the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand, and he laid hold on “that serpent of old, who is called the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years” (20:1).
3.
He was cast into the bottomless pit, shut up with a seal on him, “so that he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were finished.” (20:3a).

B.
This is symbolism! Truth is made known in highly symbolic language. Let us consider the symbols in this section.

1.
The Key (1). In Rev. 9:1-3, Satan was pictured as having the key to the bottomless pit, but here the key is in the hand of an angel, a servant of God.

2,
The Chain (1). Satan is a personal being, but the chain is symbolic, as is the key to the bottomless pit. Spirits are not bound with literal chains. 

a.
The key symbolizes the power to bind; the chain symbolizes that by which Satan is bound. With the loss of his allies, Satan’s power to control the nations is severely curtailed.

b.
Satan has been effectively stopped from deceiving the nations in the matter of emperor-worship, and will be unable to practice that deception for 1,000 years.

3.
The Thousand Years (2-3) is no more literal that the chain. Consider….

a.
Binding Satan for a thousand years is obviously in contrast to the period of martyrdom, which was to be three and a half years (11:3-3; 12:6, 14; 13:5). The martyrs had been told to “rest for a little time” (6:11), and the devil knew he “has but a short time (12:12).

b.
Numbers in the book of Revelation are symbolic. “Ten” is a complete number, and “one thousand” is ten to the third power. It is to be understood as a symbol of completeness.

(1)
The number “does not represent a period of years either before or after the second coming of Christ. It tells John’s readers that the devil is going to be completely restrained from deceiving the nations into worshiping the emperor. True, just as he appears to be absolutely bound, he breaks forth in one last effort to continue his work (20:3, 7-10), but his power is completely destroyed then” (Summers, 204).
(2)
We all realize that the devil is not completely powerless today. He still “walks about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may destroy” (1 Peter 5:8), but his activity is limited—like a dog chained to a wire between two trees. He can operate only within the space between the trees and to the length of the chain with which he is tied.
C
John next saw the martyred saints on thrones and “judgment was committed to them” (4).

1.
They had cried out how long before their blood was avenged. Now the time has arrived. They are no longer under the altar as before (Rev. 6:11), but upon thrones, “and they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years” (4).

2.
The triumph of the martyrs is called “the first resurrection” (5). The figure is not new. Old Testament prophets pictured Judah and Israel’s triumph over idolatry and Assyrian and Babylonian captivity as a resurrection, a return from the dead (Isa. 26:19; Hos. 13:14; Ezek. 37:1-14).

a.
The “rest of the dead” who live not until the thousand years are finished are not the dead awaiting a bodily resurrection. As the cause for which the martyrs died is symbolized by a resurrection, so those who were slain by the sword of Christ (19:21) shall experience a resurrection of their cause when Satan is released for a little while” (20:3, 7-9). (Hailey).

b.
The “second death” has no power over those who have part in the first resurrection (6). They have met physical death triumphantly, and the fear of eternal separation from God has no power over them. They are victorious with Christ, for whom they died (cf. Rev. 2:10; Matt. 25:26).

D.
Released from his prison, Satan goes out to deceive the nations, Gog and Magog, and gather them together to battle against “the saints and the beloved city” (7-9).
1.
Gog and Magog are symbols that come from Ezekiel, chapters 38–39. “Gog, of the land of Magog” was prince of the countries to the north (38:2-ff.), the east, west, and south (38:5). He would command an army and invade Israel (38:6-9), with the intention of taking spoils for himself (3:10-13). He would continue until the “latter days”—the Messianic period (38:16)—but would be utterly destroyed, buried in defeat, and the birds would gorge on the carcasses of his army (ch. 39).

2
Rather than a literal battle, the scene symbolizes a moral and spiritual conflict. 

a.
Satan uses atheism, humanism, communism, Islam, materialism, secularism and all manner of false and perverted religion to deceive men today. 

b.
He also uses anarchy [rebellion against all principles and standards of truth], corruption in business and government, and immorality of all kinds. 
c.
His victories are not won in establishing an idolatrous State, but in the hearts of covetous people who themselves their objects of worship. 

(1)
This generation is filled with greed, avarice, and the gratification of every lust. One’s desires are often placed before one’s responsibility to God and to his fellow man. 

(2)
The sad thing is that many who consider themselves as one of God’s saints have sold their souls for “a mess of pottage.”

3.
The end of the rebellious army comes when fire comes down from heaven and destroys them (9), and the Devil is cast down into the lake of fire and brimstone “where the beast and false prophet are” (10). 

a.
The scene is symbolic of the total and irrevocable defeat of evil. The devil now shares the lot of his allies—the beast, the false prophet and the harlot.

b.
The destruction of the devil and all his allies has long been determined in the mind of God. The lake of fire and brimstone was prepared “for the devil and his angels” (Matt. 25:41-46).

III.
The Final Judgment (20:11-15).

A.
This brief scene describes the same judgment as the “sheep and goats” judgment of Matthew 25. There is just one final judgment upon the world. In previous verses he has described the final judgment upon the dragon [Satan]], and in this picture he will describe the ultimate separation of the followers of Satan from the followers of the Lamb.
1.
Who is the judge? Verse 12 says the dead, small and great, were seen “standing before God.” Hence, it is God’s throne, in distinction with the thrones of men.

a.
However, God has “committed all judgment to His Son” (John 5:22, 27). All judgments in this book were the judgments of God (16:5, 7; 18:8, 20; 19:2), but they were executed by the Word [Christ] (19:11).

b.
Both Jesus (Matt. 25:31-ff.) and Paul (Acts 17:31; Rom. 2:16) taught that Christ would be on the throne of judgment at the last day.

c.
The “judgment seat of God” (Rom. 14:10) is the “judgment seat of Christ” (2 Cor. 5:10). The throne of God is “the throne of God and of the Lamb” (Rev. 3:21; 22:1).

2.
The “dead, small and great” stood before the throne (12; cf. John 5:28-29; Acts 24:15; Acts 17:30-31; Rom. 14:12). The sea, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead in them; none escaped the judgment, regardless where their bodies were buried.

3.
The “books were opened,” and men were judged according to their works, and anyone not found in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire (14-15).

B.
The picture of defeat for Satan and all his forces is now complete. The Harlot, Babylon, the Beast and the False Prophet, Satan, and even Death and Hades which served Satan’s purposes have all been cast into the lake of fire.

IV.
The New Heavens and the New Earth (21:1–22:5).
A.
This section of the book pictures the saints enjoying fellowship with God, with complete security in the holy city, and having every need supplied. Aside from millenarian views, there are two basic views of this chapter:

1.
The city is the victorious church as God considers it today, purged and purified by the tribulation through which it has passed. The faithful church is glorious in the eyes of God, but I don’t think this is the proper interpretation of the passage.

2.
John is given a vision of the saints in heaven after the Day of Judgment. It portrays the saints at home with God in final glory beyond the Judgment. The final destiny of the church is set forth in three aspects; its fellowship, protection and provisions.

B.
John saw a vision of the New Heaven and the New Earth, and “the holy city, New Jerusalem” coming down out of heaven (21:1-2).

1.
The word “new” is from kainos, and indicates new in kind, of a “different nature from what is contrasted as old” (Vine).

2.
Isaiah had spoken of a new heaven and earth at the passing of the former one. The old Jewish order would pass away, and new one under Christ would be established (Isa. 65:17; 66:22). His “new heaven and new earth” refers to the present dispensation under Christ.

3.
Peter speaks of a new heaven and earth that seems to parallel John’s vision. The new order prophesied by Isaiah would give way to the final and eternal order beyond the judgment (cf. 2 Peter 3:7-13).

4.
The Jewish state had its holy city, physical Jerusalem, and Christians have a new Jerusalem (Gal. 4:26; Heb. 12:22). In like manner, the heavenly state will have its “new Jerusalem.” This is the city “which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God,” for which the patriarchs of old searched (Heb. 11:10). It is the one for which we seek—an abiding city “which is to come” (Heb. 13:14).

5.
The New Jerusalem was “prepared as a bride adorned for her husband” (2). On her wedding day, a bride is likely to be prepared and looking her best; so will those who constitute the bride of Christ (cf. 2 Cor 11:2; Eph. 5:22-23; Rev. 19:7-9).

C.
What is said by the voice from heaven provides important clues to the interpretation of the scene: “Behold the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be with them and be their God” (3).

1.
God’s people dwell in the presence of God. Every possible cause of sorrow are gone; there is no further occasion for tears: “no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying, nor pain, for the former things have passed away” (21:4).

2.
The faithful, who have overcome every trial, every persecution and every struggle against sin, will dwell in the presence of God, and drink from “the fountain of the water of life freely” (21:6).
3.
The “cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars” will have no home there. They “shall have their part in the lake of fire which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death” (21:8).

D.
John is invited to see “the Bride, the Lamb’s wife” (21:9), and is shown “the great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from god, having the glory of God” (22:9-ff.). Imagine the brilliant scene before his eyes!

1.
The city had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and twelve angels at the gates, bearing the names of the twelve tribes of Israel—the significant number 12.

2.
It was laid out in a perfect square, with twelve courses of beautiful stones as its foundation. Its gates were pearl, and streets were pure gold, “like transparent glass.”
3.
But, there was no temple there! God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 

4.
Nothing that defiles, or causes abomination or a lie, will be there; only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of Life (21:27).

5.
The river of life, clear as crystal, proceeds from the throne of God and of the Lamb, and on either side of the river was the tree of life, from mankind has been separated since sin entered the world in the Garden of Eden.

6.
In that city, the servants of God joyfully serve Him. They have faithfully served Him through many trials on earth, and continue to serve Him in that heavenly Paradise!

Conclusion:

A.
As the scenes of Revelation come to an end, John is assured that “the Lord God of the holy prophets sent His angel to show His servants the things which must shortly take place” (22:6).

B.
Then John personally testifies that he “saw and heard these things” (22:8).

C.
One of the last points made is the immediate importance of this book. It was not to be sealed. “Do not seal the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is and hand” (22:10).

1.
Compare this with Daniel, who was commanded to “seal up the vision, for it refers to many days to come in the future’ (Dan. 8:26; cf. 10:14; 12:4, 9).

2.
God’s period of probation for the enemies of His people has ended. Judgment is imminent: “Behold I come quickly” (22:20).

3.
The only thing left is to “reward…to everyone according to his work” (22:12).

D.
Come! The Great Invitation: “The Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come!’ and let him who hears say, ‘Come!’ And let him who thirsts come. And whoever desires, let him come take the water of life freely”  (22:17).
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