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A Great Spiritual Conflict

The Dragon vs. the Woman and Her Children
Introduction:

A.
Let us briefly recap what we have covered in the first half of the book of Revelation:

1.
Chapters 1-3 picture Christ in the midst of the churches, with a message befitting each in its location, and extending promises of hope to those who overcome.
2.
Chapters 4-7 reveal God on His throne with Christ alone worthy to open the scroll and reveal its contents. As each seal is opened a series of scenes, symbolizing the forces that affecting the course of history appears. In response to their cry “how long” before their blood is avenged, the martyrs are assured that God knows those who are His and that victory will come in due time.
3.
In chapters 8-11, trumpets of warning depict judgments upon the persecuting world in the form of natural calamities, moral corruption and external invasion. Such events are designed to bring men to repentance; but they do not repent.

B.
The action outlined in the previous chapters is not carried forward beyond the point reached in chapter 11. The following visions reveal that a great spiritual conflict is going on “behind the scenes.”

I.
The “Sign” of the Radiant Woman.
A.
A great sign appeared in heaven. The word “sign” [Gr. semeion] is “an unusual event, transcending the common course of nature” (Thayer). 

1.
A “sign” always points to a truth beyond itself. The “sign” consists of the woman and her appearance. From heaven, this scene conveys spiritual Truth from God.

2.
Her appearance is radiant: clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and a garland [stephanos, a victory crown] of twelve stars on her head. Her radiance portrays her beauty and glory; standing on the moon indicates her exaltation, and the garland of 12 stars [from Joseph’s dream, Gen. 37:9] represents the 12 patriarchs. She is seen in the process of giving birth (2).

B.
Who is the woman? Well, she is more than a woman; she signifies something beyond herself. Several opinions have been offered. Our choice is reserved until the last.

1.
The Virgin Mary? After observing that her child is the Christ (vs. 5), some jump to the conclusion that she is the Virgin Mary. However, this leaves another question: Who are “the rest of her children”

2.
The Church? Some suppose she represents the church. But the church did not give birth to Christ. He is the origin of the church (Matt. 16:18).

3.
The spiritual remnant of Israel is the preferable interpretation. The symbolism behind it is based in the OT, beginning with the promise that the “seed of woman” should “bruise the serpent’s head” (Gen. 3:15). Christ was “born of a woman” (Gal. 4:4).
a.
Micah wrote of “the daughter of Zion” being in the throes of childbirth, delivering her child in Babylon, and being redeemed from there (4:10). He also spoke of the King-Messiah being born in Bethlehem (5:2-ff.). Isaiah also spoke of Jerusalem being in travail of childbirth (26:17-18; 66:7-11).
b.
There is continuity between the faithful remnant under the Old Covenant and the faithful remnant under the New. Simeon and Anna (Luke 2:25-28), and Elizabeth and Mary, were examples of individuals who were “looking for the consolation of Israel.” Such dedicated, spiritually minded people constituted the “true Israel” at the time Jesus was born.

c.
The spiritual remnant includes those who were faithful to God under the Old Covenant, and those who are faithful under the New. The woman’s children [the “rest of her seed”] “keep the commandments of God and hold the testimony of Jesus” (vs. 17). Old Covenant saints obtain eternal inheritance through Christ (Heb. 9:15), and are not “made perfect” apart from us (Heb. 11:40).
C.
She bore “a male child who was to rule the nations with a rod of iron” (5), reminding us that Christ was “born of a woman” (Gal. 4:4).

1.
The “rod of iron” symbol is taken from Psalm 2:9, and is used in Rev. 2:27 and 19:15. It signifies firmness, not tyranny, as readers of English might suppose.

2.
The reference is obviously to Christ, who was “caught up to God and His throne,” referring to His ascension (cf. Eph. 1:20-23).

II.
The “Sign” of the Dragon.

A.
“Another sign,” a fiery red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads, with a tail that drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth, stands before the woman to devour her child as soon as it was born (12:3-4).
1.
He is clearly identified (vs. 9): “that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world (see also Rev. 20:2). Note the words of description:

a.
The serpent deceived Eve in the Garden (Genesis 3).

b.
The Devil—diabolos—means “slanderous one, false accuser.” Consider his accusation of Job (Job 1:6-9) and Zechariah the high priest (Zech. 3:1-1).

c.
Satan—Satanos—means “an adversary” whose power lies in deception. He “deceives the whole world” (vs. 9). By his lies the whole world is deceived about God (cf. Rev. 13:14; 18:23; 19:20; 20:3, 8, 10), and His people and misrepresented before Him (cf. Job 1:6-9; 2:1-5).
2.
Interpreting the symbolic description: His fiery red color indicates his murderous character [a murderer and a liar, John 8:44]. His seven heads indicate fullness of wisdom—he is the mastermind of craftiness and cunning that works through lies and deceit (2 Cor. 11:3). His ten horns symbolize his destructive power. The seven crowns on his head symbolize great authority. His great tail indicates the far-reaching effect of his activities.

3.
We must not underestimate the great strength and ability of Satan (cf. Eph. 6:10; 1 Peter 5:8). His ability to lead angels to destruction (Dan. 8:10; 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 5) should be a warning to us. Let God’s people beware!
4.
He “sought to devour the woman’s child as soon as it was born (4).
a.
God had prophesied that the seed of woman would “bruise the serpent’s head” (Gen. 3:15), but that didn’t keep the Devil from trying to frustrate His plan.

b.
He was behind Herod’s attempt to kill the child (Matt. 2:16), and when Jesus was crucified Satan seemed to have triumphed, but His death was really the downfall of the Devil (Heb. 2:14-15).

c.
After His resurrection, Christ was “caught up to God and to His throne” (12:5).

III.
The Woman Fled Into the Wilderness.

A.
God had a place prepared for the woman in the wilderness, where she would be fed for 1260 days (6). The wilderness is a place of safety, where she is protected and nourished by God. The symbolism draws from the Old Testament Scriptures.

1.
Moses fled from Pharaoh into the wilderness (Ex. 2:11-ff.).

2.
Israel spent 40 years in the wilderness, being nurtured by manna from God (Ex. 16; Deut. 8:3, 16).

3.
Elijah fled form Ahab and Jezebel, into the wilderness, where he was fed by a raven (1 Kings 17:1-7; 19:1-ff.).

4.
Joseph and Mary took the infant Jesus into Egypt (Matt. 2:13).

B.
The application is the woman refers to the spiritual remnant out of which Christ came, and “the rest of her seed” refers to the spiritual remnant under the New Covenant. Zion is now the heavenly Jerusalem (Gal. 4:26; Heb. 12:22).

C.
The conclusion is this: God’s spiritual remnant will no more starve in the wilderness than the others mentioned above. The wilderness is a place provided by God for protection of “the woman and the rest of her seed.”

IV.
War In Heaven.

A.
In his efforts to destroy the woman’s Child, the dragon and his angels fought against Michael [the arch angel, Dan. 10:13, 21; 12:1; Jude 6] and his angels 12:7). 

1.
The spiritual forces of the good prevail over the forces of evil and Satan is cast out of heaven (8).

2.
This is not to be viewed as the origin of the Devil nor is it a literal war in heaven. It is symbolic of the defeat of Satan. It shows that he is not invincible!

B.
A voice in heaven declares victory in this great spiritual struggle.

1.
“Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused hem before our God day and night, has been cast down” (10).

a.
All these items were promised through the prophets; they now “have come.”

b.
His word is fulfilled. Christ how has all authority in heaven and on earth (cf. Matt. 28:18; Eph. 1:20-23; 1 Peter 3:21-ff.; Phil. 2:9-11). 

2.
“They” [the faithful] “overcame them by three means:

a.
“By the blood of the Lamb” (cf. Heb. 2:9, 14-15).

b.
“By the word of their testimony.” They held fast (cf. Heb. 3:14; 10:23; 1 Pet. 3:5).

c.
“They did not love their lives to the death.” They had the martyr spirit, whether they actually died as martyrs or not (Rev. 2:10; John 12:25; Luke 14:26; Acts 20:24).

3.
The inhabitants of heaven are urged to rejoice, but the inhabitants of the earth have woe pronounced upon them.

a.
A woe is pronounced upon the inhabitants of the earth: “for the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time.”

b.
Compare the devil’s “short time” with the “little time” of the martyrs (6:11). When the devil’s short time is ended, so will the martyrs little wait time be over.
V.
War on Earth.

A.
Twice defeated, the devil is enraged and now sets out to persecute the woman (13-17). 

1.
The trouble caused by the devil is not because he is so strong, but because he knows he is defeated. He is doing all the damage he can, while he can, for he knows he has such a short time.

2.
The woman flew away into the wilderness on two wings of a great eagle, where she is nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent.

3.
The serpent [dragon] tried to drown the woman with a flood of lies (15), but the earth swallowed up the flood (16). False charges, false doctrines, false philosophies, and malicious reports are used by the devil in his attempt to destroy God’s people.
4.
The earth opened her mouth and swallowed the flood (16). The earth, the ungodly mass of men on earth, welcomes the devil’s delusions. They did not touch the woman, but the world absorbed them. 

a.
God’s people are in no more danger from the devil’s lies than the desert into which the floodwaters flowed.

b.
The godly depend upon God for deliverance: “Surely in a flood of great waters they shall not come near him” (Psalm 32:6).

c.
But if God’s people begin to compromise with Satan and his lies, becoming submerged in his river of falsehood, tragedy follows” (cf. Hailey, 280).

5.
Enraged with lack of success with the woman, the dragon “went to make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the testimony of Jesus Christ” (17).

a.
“The rest of her offspring” are the saints, as indicated by the fact that they “keep them commandments of God and the testimony of Jesus.” The Jerusalem that is above is “the mother of us all” (Gal. 4:6), and Christ is “the firstborn among many brethren” (Heb. 2:11).
b.
This chapter shows why the saints of God are subject to such furious attacks from the devil and his agents. The devil is not invincible. He has already suffered two decisive defeats. His rage, manifested in persecuting the saint, comes only because he knows he is defeated and has such a short time.

VI.
Two Allies of the Dragon Revealed.


Textual note: It was not John who “stood on the sea,” as KJV & NJV reads. Footnote in NJV provides alternate reading, “he,” referring to the dragon. The sentence rightfully belongs to the previous chapter.

A.
Having failed so far in his efforts to destroy the woman and her child, the dragon enlists two allies to assist him in his “war with the rest of her offspring” (13:1). 
1.
The first beast [therion] arising from the sea, had seven heads and ten horns, with blasphemous names written on ten crowns [diadems], like the dragon. 
a.
Seven heads symbolize great wisdom [or durability, vs. 3), as though their plans and purposes for men are as holy and sacred as those of God.

b.
Ten horns symbolize great power, as though he operates with Christ’s royal powers, to which men should submit.

c.
Ten diadems on the ten horns, symbolizing power, with he dominates through as though his deed are royal.

d.
Wearing “Blasphemous names” (1) and “speaking great things and blasphemous” against God, His name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven shows an arrogant attitude sacred things. Remember: Roman emperors claimed to be deities.

2.
“Out of the sea” is put forward for emphasis sake. In the thinking of the ancient world the “sea” was a mysterious and evil place.

a.
It symbolizes the source of destructive forces, the restless turmoil of an evil society. [In Rev. 11:7, the beast arose out of the bottomless pit].

b.
Daniel saw a vision of four winds stirring up the Great Sea, and four beasts came out of the sea (Dan. 7:2-ff.). The four beasts—like a lion, a bear, a leopard, and a fierce beast with iron teeth—represented “four kings, which arise out of the earth” (7:17). Symbolism is similar to Nebuchadnezzar’s dream (Dan. 2), representing the Babylonian, Medo-Persian, Macedonian and Roman Empires.

c
John’s beast [like a leopard] appears to be a composite of Daniel’s first three beasts. It had to feet of a bear and a mouth like a lion (2)
d.
The dragon gave him his power, his throne and great authority (2b), revealing that the persecuting Roman Empire is Satan’s diabolical instrument opposing God’s people.

e.
One of his heads was morally wounded, but healed, and the entire “world marveled and followed the beast” (3). His was authorized to continue for forty-two months (5).

f.
Those under his influence “worshiped the dragon who gave him authority, and the beast, saying ‘Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with him’?” (4).

3.
It was granted him to make war with the saints and overcome them (7). 

a.
The beast out of the bottomless pit overcame the two witnesses (11:7-10), but not permanently (11:11-12).

b.
Daniel saw the little horn “making war against the saints, and prevailing against them, until the Ancient of Days came, and judgment was made in favor of the saints of the Most High, and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom” (Dan. 7:21-ff.).
c.
Ultimately, judgment falls upon the persecuting power itself (Dan. 7:26-27; Rev. 13:10).

4.
He was granted to have authority over every tribe, tongue, and nation (7). More than the persecutions under Nero is involved, as they were not world-wide.

a
All worshipped him, except those “whose names were written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world” (8)

b.
“If anyone has an ear, let him hear” (9). Learn the principle, and learn it good!

c.
Taking captives and killing with the sword will suffer like consequences; “this is the patience of the saints” (10). This knowledge serves to keep them steadfast.

B.
The beast coming up out of the earth had two horns like a lamb and spoke like a dragon.

1.
His origin is different from the first one. Hailey suggests his coming out of the earth implies that he has fully imbibed the spirit of the flood—lies, false charges, deceits, etc.—that had been emitted from the dragon’s mouth (12:15-16).

2.
He has the outward appearance of a lamb, but his voice betrays him; he “spoke like a dragon” (11).

3.
He exercised “all the authority of the first beast, and causes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed” (12).
a
He performs “signs,” even making fire come down from heaven, and deceives those who dwell on the earth into making an image of the first beast (13-14). Like pagan priests devised means [perhaps like a speaking tube] to convince the gullible that a dumb idol was actually speaking, he caused the image to “speak.”
b.
Later in Revelation he is called “the false prophet” (16:13; 19:20; 20:10), indicating that this beast represents some aspect of false religion.

c.
Jesus warned about those who would “come in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravening wolves” (Matt. 7:15). Satan has his “ministers” (2 Cor. 11:15).

4.
He had authority to cause those who would worship the first beast to be killed (15).
a.
His power included causing everybody to have a “mark on their right hand or on their forehead that no one may buy or sell except one with the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name (16-17).

b.
“Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man: His number is 666” (18). Many have speculated about what person is meant:
(1)
 One theory reduces “Nero Caesar” to the Hebrew consonants, “Nron Kar.” but it is not likely people in Asia would have translated Greek to Aramaic to determine the meaning of the number.

(2)
Another theory, started by Irenaeus, is that the number refers to the first Roman ruler, whose name in Greek is Lateinos. So, the mark of the beast is the Latin Church! What comfort would this be to Christians in Asia at the end of the first century?

(3)
Others have suggested as Hitler, or Stalin, or some other notorious character.

(4)
The text says, “a man,” [a human being] not “the man.” To the oriental mind, the number 6 awakened a feeling of dread. It fell short of the sacred 7, and was an evil number. Raising it to a series, 666, it suggests a potency of evil of which there could be no greater. 

Several interpreters have noted that the cryptic number 888 was used in the Sibylline Oracles (1:324) as a symbol for Jesus. He goes as far beyond the perfect 777 as this beast falls short of it.


Hence, the string of sixes symbolized to Christians that the persecuting Roman emperor with his forced diabolical emperor worship was the ultimate evil. If the number could be applied to one man, it appears that Domitian, monster of sin, cruelty, and degradation fulfilled that role” (cf. Summers (177-178).
V.
An Interlude: Visions of Triumph (ch. 14).

A.
The scene shifts from a vision of evil to a vision of triumph. A Lamb was seen standing on Mount Zion, and with Him 144,000 having His Father’s name on their foreheads (1). They sang a new song that none but the 144,000 redeemed from the earth could sing (3)
1.
They are with the Lamb because they were redeemed from the earth (3) by the blood of the Lamb (Rev.5:9-ff.).

2.
They were not defiled with women, for they were virgins (4). This is not literal celibacy, but a symbol of spiritual chastity (cf. 2 Cor. 11:2; Rev. 21:9). They had “kept themselves from idols” (cf. 1 John 5:21).

4.
They follow the Lamb wherever he goes (4), because they hear His voice and follow Him (cf. John 10:4). They had not defiled their garments” (cf. Rev. 3:4).

5.
These redeemed were “firstfruits to God and to the Lamb” (4). Like the firstfruits of harvest, there others who would faithfully follow them in suffering and tribulation.

6.
They were without guile, and without fault before the throne of God (5). They had neither subscribed to, not taught, a religious falsehood. They had not confessed Caesar as Lord, or denied the Lord Jesus Christ. They had no moral spiritual blemish.
B.
The next scene in this chapter contains the messages of three angels and a voice from heaven (14:6-13). “As three angels in succession proclaim judgment, the saints are assured once more that the triumph of evil will be short-lived” (Leon Morris, 178).

1.
The first angel has the “everlasting gospel to preach to everyone on earth” (6). Each human being should fear, worship and give glory to God, “for the hour of His judgment has come” (6-7).
2.
The second angel announces the fall of the great city of “Babylon” “because she has made all the nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication” (8). Babylon is symbolic of the city of Rome, known for its lust and seduction. It will be further described in chapters 17 and 18.

3.
The third angel announces the destruction of those who worship the beast and his image (9-11). Everyone who has “the mark of the beast” will suffer eternally.
a.
Each one wearing the mark of the beast will “drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out in full measure into the cup of His indignation (10). Wrath [thumos] indicates anger of a more passionate kind. It is used only once outside of Revelation, but appears often in it.

b.
Indignation [orge] denotes the kind of anger that arises out of a settled disposition. It is the usual word for divine wrath in the New Testament.

c.
The undiluted wrath of God consists of torment “with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb” (10-11). The torment continues “for ever and ever” with no rest day or night (11).

4.
The contrast between the plight of the wicked and the fate of the righteous “is the patience of the saints” (12).

a.
Jesus had promised, “In your patience you will win your souls” (Luke 21:19).

b.
Knowing persecutors may kill the body, but not the soul (Matt. 10:28), Christians can triumphantly face the kind of death the pagan world brings upon them and still “keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus Christ” (12). Those burned at the stake would suffer a little while; the wicked will suffer forever!

c.
The scene closes with an unidentified voice from heaven telling John to “Write: ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from how on.’” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors and their works follow them” (13).

C.
The final scene in the chapter is one of the victorious Christ reaping a harvest of those to be thrown into the winepress of God (14-20).

1.
John saw “a white cloud and on the cloud sat One like the Son of Man, having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. An angel out of the temple [naos, the sanctuary; with authority of the Father] tells Him to “Thrust in you sickle and reap, for the tie of the harvest of the earth is ripe” (14-16).

2.
Another angel came out of the temple [naos, the sanctuary] with a sharp sickle (17).

3.
Still another angel comes, this time from the altar [of sacrifice, where the martyrs were slain, 6:9-11], having power over fire. He calls upon the previous angel to thrust in his sickle and reap, “for the grapes are fully ripe for harvest” (18). [Cf. “the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet full,” Gen. 15:16; Deut. 9:4-5).

4.
The grapes were harvested and thrown into the “winepress of the wrath of God,” and the winepress was trampled outside of the city, and blood came out of the winepress up to the horses’ bridles, for 1,600 furlongs.

a.
1,600 furlongs is equal to 184 miles, and the Jordan valley is only 102 miles long; so it cannot be literal! Further, the blood of all human beings would not fill a river of that size.
b.
The significance must be in the number. 4 is the “earth number; 10 is the complete or perfect number. 1600 is the result of multiplying the square of 4 [4x4] and the square of 10 [10x10], and is representative of total and complete judgment.

5.
This judgment takes place in time, in the course of history. It signifies that the Roman Empire and its pagan culture will come to an end. 

Conclusion:

A.
Graphic scenes depict the situation in which Christians of the latter part of the first century found themselves. 
1.
Chapter 12, in the vision of the radiant woman reveals that there is a great struggle going on between the Dragon, and a woman and her children. The Dragon is identified “called the Devil and Satan” (9) who is overcome “by the blood of the Lamb” (11).

3.
Chapter 13 introduces two allies the Dragon enlists in his opposition to God’s plan. The beast that arose out of the sea [symbolizing the Pagan Roman Empire] and the beast that arose out of the earth [symbolizing the religious apparatus which enforced Emperor-Worship] receive their power from the Dragon.

B.
Chapter 14 constitutes an interlude. From the forces of evil, the vision shifts to the forces for good. Christians have reason to have hope, and to be faithful to Christ through their trials. The power of their enemies is of limited duration, and they will ultimately face the wrath of God. Christians should continue to be steadfast, for those “who endure the end will receive the crown of life” (cf. Rev. 2:10).
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