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Trumpets of Judgment
Introduction:

A.
At the opening of the seventh seal, there was a dramatic silence in heaven for about half an hour (1). It is the calm before the storm and prepares us for what is about to be revealed. Let all remember that “Jehovah is in His holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before Him” (Hab. 2:20).

1.
John sees the seven angels who stand before God, to whom are given seven trumpets (2). “Seven” is not to be taken literally, but symbolically. 
2.
Seven angels and seven trumpets signify the fullness and completeness of what the angels were to do and what the trumpets were to signify.
B.
As the scene unfolds he saw “another angel, having a golden censor,” who “came to the golden altar (3-4). This is not the altar of sacrifice (cf. 6:9), but the golden altar of incense before the veil of the tabernacle (cf. Ex. 30:6; Heb. 9:3-6). With “much incense” the prayers of all the saints ascended up to God (3-4).
1.
The angel filled the censor with fire from the golden altar, with which he had offered the prayers of the saints and threw it to the earth (5).

2.
Noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake (cf. at Mt. Sinai) indicates the heavenly response to the prayers of all the saints. Their prayers affect the course of history!

I.
The Purpose of Trumpets.

A.
When the seventh seal is broken, and the scroll fully opened, we may expect to see the final judgment upon those who have reason to fear the wrath of God and of the Lamb (6:12-17). 
1.
However, God has no delight in the death of the wicked (Ezek. 33:11). 
2.
He is longsuffering and unwilling that any should perish (2 Peter 3:9).3.
B.
In the Wilderness, trumpets were used to call an assembly, to direct the movements of the camp, to celebrate festivals, and to sound the alarm in time of war (cf. Num. 10:1-10). In later years trumpets sound the alarm of approaching danger (cf. Ezek. 33:3-ff.); Amos 3:6; Hos. 5:8), impending judgment (Joel 2:1), or to call a holy convocation (Joel 2:15).

1.
Here in Revelation they are trumpets of warning. When they are sounded, terrible calamities fall upon a portion of the wicked world, but this is not the end of the world.

2.
By means of these trumpets God is calling upon the wicked to repent (cf. 9:20-21), and reminding believers that their safety depends on taking heed to God’s warnings.

3.
In the meantime, the saints continue to suffer and pray (cf. 6:9-10), and they are assured that their prayers have been heard (8:3-5).
II.
The Sounding of the Trumpets
A.
Preliminary observations about the vision:

1.
As we saw with the seals, there is an order to the sounding of the trumpets. They are divided into two groups—a group of four and another group of three (cf. 8:13).

2.
The first four trumpets introduce disasters that fall only on the natural world. These judgments are partial, affecting only one-third of the world; thus, not making human life impossible.

3.
At the sounding of the last three trumpets, the physical and spiritual lives of men are involved.

B.
Sounding of the First Four Trumpets:

1
When the First Trumpet sounded, hail and fire, mingled with blood were thrown to the earth (7).

a.
A series of disasters resembling the plagues in Egypt (Exodus 7-11) occurred.

b.
A similar use of these figures is found in Ezek. 38:22 and Joel, chapters 2-3.

c.
Only a third of the earth is affected. The final judgment has not come.

d.
We should not seek a literal or specific physical event in history. But the picture is symbolic of the ominous appearance of divine wrath against evil men. Those who live only for this world should take notice!

2.
When the Second Trumpet sounded, a great mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea, and a third part of the sea became blood. A third part of the sea creatures were destroyed and a third part of the ships on the sea (8-9).
a.
The description suggests a volcanic eruption with its aftermath.

b.
The mountain apparently represents the fall of a great government. Jeremiah called Babylon “a destroying mountain” and predicted its overthrow (51:25). He further said, “The sea is come upon Babylon; she is covered with the multitude of the waves thereof” (51:42).

c.
The sea represents the restless, troubled sea of society. The fact that it became blood shows that it was severely affected by the fall of the mountain.

d.
The overthrow of social institutions and governments should strike terror into the hearts of wicked men and cause them to repent (cf. .Jonah 3:3-10).

3.
When the Third Trumpet sounded John saw a great star, blazing like a torch, fall from heaven. It affected the inland waters and springs. The star is termed Wormwood, and its fall resulted in the death of many men (10-11).

a.
This symbol suggests the fall of a great earthy ruler. Isaiah had predicted the fall of the king of Babylon: “How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down to the ground, you who weakened the nations!” (14:12). In his pride he had sought to exalt his throne above the stars of God, and make himself the Most High (13). Anyone who seeks such an exalted height is bound to fall!

b.
Wormwood, a bitter wood, is mentioned a number of times in the Old Testament. Turning to idols would bear the fruit of wormwood (Deut. 29:18). God would give idolaters wormwood to eat and gall to drink (Jer. 9:15).

c.
The fall of this star, Wormwood, caused a third of the inland waters to become wormwood—charged with trouble, sorrow and death.

4.
When the Fourth Trumpet sounded a third of the heavenly bodies were affected (12).

a.
When the 9th plague fell on Egypt, there was complete darkness over the land, while the children of Israel had light in their dwellings (Ex. 10:21-23). That plague was given as a “sign” to Pharoah. Here it is intended to be a sign that calls wicked men to repent.

b.
In the OT, the removal of heavenly bodies symbolized judgment from God (cf. Isaiah 13:10; Joel 3;15; Amos 8:9). 

c.
In lamenting the fall of Pharoah, Ezekiel says: “When I put out your light, I will cover the heavens, and make its stars dark; I will cover the sun with a cloud, and the moon shall not give her light. All the bright lights of the heavens, I will make dark over you, and bring darkness upon your land, says the Lord God” (32:7-8).

5.
After the first four trumpets sounded, John saw an eagle flying in mid heaven, loudly saying: “Woe, Woe, Woe, to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the remaining blasts of the trumpets of the three angels who are about to sound!” (13).
a.
The NKJ has “angel,” but other MSS evidence reads “eagle” as in the ASV. An eagle is a bird of prey and is often a sign of disaster (cf. Matt. 24:28).

b.
Woes are to fall upon sinners, not the sealed saints. They are direct attacks on men, rather than indirect attacks as in the first four trumpets.

C.
At the sounding of the Fifth Trumpet John saw a star fallen from heaven, and he was given a key to the bottomless pit [the abyss]. Opening the abyss, a plague of locusts is released upon the earth and given power to hurt only those men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads (9:1-4).

1.
The star is unidentified in the text. Does it represent a person of high position (8:10), or an angel (1:16-17)? Perhaps it refers to Satan as a fallen angel. Compare: “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven” (Luke 10:18). Compare also with Rev. 12:7-9, where the Dragon and his angels are cast out.
2.
The key is a symbol of power. Christ has “the keys of death and Hades” (1:18), but Satan has “the key to the bottomless pit.” The fact that it was given to him shows that his power is limited to do only what God allows.

3.
The bottomless pit [abyss] is the infernal regions to which demons were consigned (cf. Luke 8:31). It is ruled over by “the destroyer” (9:11), and is the source from which persecution arose (11:7; 17:8). It is not Gehenna, but the present abide of the devil and his demons.
4.
Thick, black smoke suggests gloom and despair, the hopelessness that befalls a nation which has departed from God.

5.
Locusts are typical harbingers of evil (cf. the locust plague of Joel 1:4-ff.). Out of earth’s moral darkness comes further hopelessness and evil. “Sin spawns its own means of ravage, ruin and perdition” (Hailey).

a.
These are no ordinary locusts; they do not eat vegetation. They are given power “as the scorpions of the earth”—a scorpion’s sting is very painful (3). 

b.
They were not allowed to kill, but to “hurt men five months” [a brief period]. Men would seek death, but could not find it (4-5).

c.
Their appearance (7-11) holds out the promise of pleasure and victory, but ultimately, like sin, brings sorrow and calamity (cf. Heb. 3:13).

(1)
They were shaped like battle horses [strong], had crowns of gold on their heads [victory], faces like men [human], hair like women [beauty], teeth like lions [devouring], breastplates like iron [invincible], wings sounded like chariots running to battle [multitude]. 
(2)
But… They have scorpion-like stingers in their tails; their king and leader is named Abaddon [Hebrew, meaning destruction] or Apollyon [Greek, meaning destroyer].

5.
Application: the internal decadence of the Roman Empire made it so weak that she would crumble from within.

a.
The devil holds out great promises to those who would sell their souls to him, but what we gain is not worth the price (cf. Matt. 16:26). He would have you believe that “sin will be your servant,” but ultimately it becomes one’s master.

b.
Though it may appear that the wicked are prospering in this life, their pleasure is short-lived (Heb. 11:25). The drunkard loses his health, family, etc.; the dis​honest are not trusted and have no respect; the immoral bring scars into their marriages that destroy their peace and happiness, etc.

6.
The first “woe” is past; two more trumpets are coming after these things (12).

D.
At the sounding of the Sixth Trumpet, John hears a voice from the horns of the golden alter before God, saying to the sixth angel with a trumpet, “Release the four angels who are bound at the River Euphrates” (13-14).
1.
The four horns of the golden altar show that the voice speaks in response to the prayers of the saints.

2.
The Euphrates stood as the northern boundary of the land of Palestine. At one time it was the boundary between the Roman and Parthian empires. Its use here is symbolic: God’s forces of vengeance were held in restraint at the border until God Himself determined to release them.

3.
John heard the number of the army of horsemen—a cavalry numbering 200 million—symbolizing a mighty host, a complete number (9:16). In regular formation, this army would form a column one mile wide and 85 miles long.

a.
John saw their appearance. They did not look like ordinary horses and riders. Their riders had breastplates “of fiery red, hyacinth blue, and sulfur. The horses’ heads were like the heads of lions, and their mouths breathed fire, smoke and brimstone. 

b.
The power of the horses was in their mouths and in their tails! Their tails were like serpents and had heads on them. A third of mankind was destroyed by the fire, smoke and brimstone (9:17-19).

c.
This whole picture is given to symbolize external invasion, which would serve as an instrument in God’s hands to punish the oppressors of His people.

E.
Warning Ignored! 

1.
The three “woes” symbolized God’s tools for avenging the suffering of His people—Natural Calamities, Internal Rottenness and External Invasion would ultimately cause the fall of Pagan Rome.

2.
In spite of all the calamities that befell a third of mankind [those who did not have the seal of God on their foreheads], the rest did not repent of their works —of either idolatry or immorality (9:20-21)!
III.
An Interlude, in Preparation to Sound the Seventh Trumpet.
A.
John saw another “mighty angel” coming down from heaven (10:1). 
1.
His appearance was impressive—a rainbow on his head, face like the sun, and feet like pillars of fire. He represents both God and the Lamb.
2.
He stood on both the land and the sea. His message concerns the entire universe, and must be heard by all (2). He had a “little book” in his open in his hand. Contrast this with the “big scroll” mentioned in chapter 5. This scroll must be only a part of God’s total purpose. It is open—it is not a mystery.

3.
He cried with a loud voice, like a roaring lion. Then seven peals of thunder sounded, suggesting the voice of heaven that human hearers may not understood by (3; cf. Psa. 29:20; John 12:29).

a.
“Seal up the things that the seven thunders uttered, and do nor write them”(4) John heard and understood, but because he forbidden to record what was said, we shall never be able to know and describe ALL factors and agencies that determine the future; nor is it necessary for us to know (cf. Deut. 29:29).
b.
We know the meaning of the lampstands, the seals, the trumpets, the bowls, etc., but other principles [the seven thunders] are at work in the universe and we cannot know what they mean (4).

B.
The angel stands and swears by God that there shall be delay no longer, but in the days of the sounding of the trumpet of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, the mystery of God would be finished, as He declared to His servants the prophets (5-7). 
1.
This announcement could be the answer of the cry of the martyrs in Rev. 6:10.

2.
“Mystery” refers to that which was in God’s mind and purpose, and made known thru the prophets (cf. Amos 3:7; Rom. 16:25, etc.). Daniel had predicted the ushering in of the Messianic Age, and the destruction of the Roman Empire (ch. 2, 7, 12). Instead of “many days,” it is now time for the prophecy to be fulfilled.
C.
John is instructed to “eat the scroll; it will make your stomach bitter, but it will be as sweet as honey in your mouth” (8-9).
1.
The symbolism comes directly from Ezek. 3:1-3 and Jer. 15:15-ff.

2.
God’s word is both sweet and bitter. In itself it is sweet to the believer (cf. Psa. 19:7-10; 119:103), but it is bitter in the belly. It is not pleasant to have to proclaim denunciation and judgment against the wicked.

3.
After eating the book, his stomach was made bitter (10). The angel then says, “You must prophecy again concerning many peoples [political unions] and nations [people in general] and tongues [languages] and kings (11). Compare with Rev. 17, where John is actually prophesying concerning nations and kings. 

D.
The Vision of the Two Witnesses.
1.
John is given a measuring reed and told to “measure the temple of God, the altar, and those who worship there.” 

a.
He was not to measure the court, which is outside the temple (11:1-2). Proper distinctions should be recognized between the holy and the profane.

b.
Why measure the temple? To set it apart from that which is profane (cf. Ezek. 22:26; 44:23); in order that, thus separated, it may be perfectly safe, protected from all harm (cf. Rev. 21:15; Ezek. 40:5; 42:20; Zech. 2:1).
2.
The court of the Gentiles was not to be measured. The Gentiles would trample the holy city for 42 months (11:2-3; cf. Luke 21:24). This period appears in three forms in Revelation:

a.
42 months—the period the Gentiles trampled the Holy City underfoot (11:2).

b.
1260 days—the period during which the two witnesses prophesies (11:3).

c.
A time, times and half a time—the period during which the woman was nourished in the wilderness (12:14).

d.
They signify a period of three and one-half years, which is half of the number “7”—thus, a broken and incomplete period of time.

3.
The two witnesses —God’s two faithful witnesses—are described as “the two olive trees and the two lampstands standing before the God of the earth” (4).

a.
The imagery is from Zech. 4:2-14, which refers to Joshua and Zerubbabel, who represented the offices through which God blessed Israel—Prince and Prophet.
b.
The number “2” in oriental symbolism carried the idea of strength—two men are stronger than one (Eccl. 4:9-12). Two witnesses were required to secure a conviction (Deut. 17:6; 19:15; Num. 35:30; Heb. 10:28). Jesus made two witnesses essential to confirm a point of discipline (Matt. 18:16), and for confirming the truth (John 8:17). He sent the seventy out by pairs (Luke 10:1). Paul also appealed to the need for two witnesses (2 Cor. 13:1; 1 Tim. 5:19).

c.
“Clothed in sackcloth” indicates that they preach repentance during the 42 months of the previous verse. “42 months” suggests the time the city would be besieged. “1260 days” would describe the day-to-day work of prophesying.

d.
Their power reminds us of Moses in Egypt (Ex. 7:21-ff.) and Elijah in the days of Ahab (cf. 1 Kings 17:1; James 5:17).

e.
Summers says, “In this instance the two witnesses appear to symbolize a testimony or witness of great power. In this God seems to be saying, ‘Be assured of the fact that though the world in which you live is dominated by evil men, you will be protected and the gospel will be preached; the Christian witness shall be maintained” (164).

4.
These two witnesses proclaim God’s message in power and strength, “confirming the word with signs following” (cf. Mark 16:20), but when they finish their testimony it appears that they have failed because the beast out of the bottomless pit slays them in the city spiritually called Sodom [immorality] and Egypt [spiritual slavery] and “where our Lord was crucified” (the truth rejecting city, Hailey].

a.
Just as the words Sodom and Egypt are to be understood symbolically, the phrase “where our Lord was crucified” is to be understood symbolically.

b.
“These cities are taken typically as the epitome of sin [Sodom] and opposition to God [Egypt]. By rejecting and crucifying their Messiah and opposing His people, Jerusalem lost the right to the name ‘city of God’ and becomes one with the city of the world” (Roberts, 91).

5.
Great joy fills the earth over the demise of God’s two faithful witnesses: gifts are exchanged because no one liked their message.
a.
However, after three and one-half days [a short time] the spirit of life from God resurrected these witnesses—signifying that the cause of Christ will no be stamped out by Satan (Heb. 12:28; Dan. 2:44).

b.
“Come up here!” The two witnesses are called up into heaven in the sight of their enemies—indicating a total and complete victory for the cause they represented (11:11-12).

6.
At the same time, a great earthquake occurred, killing 7000 men, and caused fear in the rest of men, resulting in their giving glory to God.

a.
This is the first time in the entire ordeal of the seals and up to the sixth trumpet that sinful mankind acknowledged the Lord and gave Him glory!

b.
This does not mean that they were converted—far from it. King Nebuchadnezzar, in his day, again and again glorified the God of heaven (Dan. 2:47; 3:28; 4:1-ff.; 4:34, 37), but was not converted.
c.
Could this also be included in the confession suggested in Phil. 2:10-11?

IV.
The Sounding of the Seventh Trumpet.

A.
At the sounding of the Seventh Trumpet, the third and final “woe” is introduced, but not described. 

1.
Instead, the final victory of the Lord and His Christ is proclaimed (11:15-19).

2.
Loud voices in heaven proclaimed: “The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever” (15). They were already His, but are now acknowledged and confirmed to be so (cf. 12:10; 19:1; Dan. 2:44; 7:22-ff.).

B.
The entire redeemed multitude—represented by the 24 elders— respond to the angelic chorus, saying: “We give thanks, O Lord God, the Almighty, the One who is and who was and who is to come, because you have taken your great power and reigned” (15-18).

1.
The faithful saints in triumph rejoice in the fact that the Lord has reached the zenith of His power and authority, which is now publicly displayed.

2.
The heathen had raged, but in the final outcome, the destroyers are destroyed, and the faithful saints of God are saved.

Conclusion:

A.
The last scene in the chapter is the Temple of God in heaven, seen wide open. Nothing remains veiled, hidden or concealed. The Ark of the Covenant is now seen.

B.
It is the symbol of the superlatively real, intimate, and perfect fellowship between God and His people—a fellowship based on the atonement (19).

C.
But for the wicked, that same Ark is a symbol of God’s wrath, which will also be fully revealed. Hence, there follow flashes of lightning, and rumbling, and peals of thunder, and earthquake and great hail.
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